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QITAF Holding and Global Academy Sign
MoU to Develop Strategic Aquaculture
Project in Abu Dhabi Targeting 30,000
Tonnes of Annual Production

Abu Dhabi, UAE — 7 October 2026

QITAF Holding, a subsidiary wholly owned by Abu Dhabi National Investment and
Development P.J.S.C. (ADID), has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with
Global Academy Limited to collaborate on the development of a large-scale strategic land-
based aquaculture and seafood production project in Abu Dhabi, targeting approximately
30,000 metric tonnes of annual production upon reaching full-scale operations.

The project aims to strengthen local seafood production, support food security, reduce
reliance on imports, and facilitate the transfer and localisation of advanced Japanese
aquaculture technologies in the UAE, while building specialised local capabilities across the
sector.

The MoU builds on earlier efforts and cooperation in this field. Global Academy has
previously worked with the Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority
(ADAFSA) on the assessment and development of aquaculture initiatives in Abu Dhabi.
Global Academy and ADAFSA also signed an MoU during Global Food Week 2025,
covering areas including research and development, training, innovation, and the exchange of
expertise, supporting the continued development of Abu Dhabi’s aquaculture sector.
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The project is intended to establish an advanced, large-scale land-based aquaculture platform
using modular Recirculating Aquaculture Systems (RAS), with production capacity to be
developed progressively in phases, subject to technical validation, feasibility assessments,
regulatory approvals and other applicable requirements.

Initial production is expected to focus on commercially important species, including grouper
(hamour), cobia, sea bass, snapper, flounder/halibut and shrimp.

Beyond aquaculture production, the project is envisioned as an integrated seafood
production, processing and distribution ecosystem that may include hatchery and juvenile
production, seafood processing, rapid freezing and cold storage, fish feed and fish-meal
production, as well as logistics, distribution and marketing capabilities.

Transfer and Localisation of Japanese Technology

A central pillar of the project is the transfer and localisation of advanced Japanese
aquaculture technology and expertise in Abu Dhabi.

The proposed technology platform is expected to incorporate advanced land-based
aquaculture systems, automated water-quality control, artificial intelligence and Internet of
Things (Al/loT) monitoring, feeding systems and integrated production management.

The collaboration also seeks to develop local capabilities in aquaculture operations, water-
quality management, biosecurity, production management, hatchery development, research
and development, seafood processing and technical training.

Under the MoU, Global Academy will coordinate the introduction of Japanese aquaculture
technologies and engagement with relevant technology partners, support the transfer and
localisation of technology, and engage with Japanese governmental bodies, development
institutions, investment organisations and international partners in support of the project’s
development.

QITAF Holding, subject to applicable approvals, regulatory requirements, feasibility
assessments and definitive agreements, will support the development of the project in Abu
Dhabi, facilitate engagement with relevant stakeholders, assess requirements relating to land,
licensing, utilities and infrastructure, and explore potential investment and financing
opportunities.

Supporting Food Security and Abu Dhabi’s Strategic
Position
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/ The pr ct is deS|gned to contribute to increasing domestic seafood production and

Sl sterhethehinG Y eeTESRidnce and sustainability of food supply chains, while developing
opﬁbﬁdﬂ‘ltres for locally produced seafood to serve domestic, regional and international

markets.

The signing of the MoU represents a further step in advancing the project from technical
assessment and cooperation towards phased development and commercial
implementation.

Through this initiative, QITAF Holding and Global Academy aim to contribute to Abu
Dhabi’s food-security and sustainability objectives, while supporting the development of

advanced aquaculture capabilities and strengthening the Emirate’s position as a regional and
international hub for sustainable aquaculture and seafood production.

— Ends -
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